
AWARD CATEGORIES 
 
ATMS Natural Medicine Awards 2019 
 

Clinic of the Year 

Dedicated to Maurice Blackmore for Professionalism and Contribution to the Natural 
Medicine Industry 

Maurice Blackmore 
Maurice Blackmore was an English immigrant whose ideas about health were way 
ahead of their time. His vision and passion led him to establish what is now 
Australia’s leading natural health company – Blackmores. 
 
Maurice Blackmore's (1906-1977) belief in the health-giving properties of herbs and 
minerals led him to develop a whole system of healthcare based on naturopathic 
principles. His views on natural health, preventive medicine, the environment and 
recycling were nothing short of radical in the 1930s, and his work opened the doors 
to new ways of treating illness and maximising health. 
 
Maurice was also responsible for starting one of Australia's first health food stores in 
Brisbane in 1938 and he worked with colleagues and friends to establish the first 
naturopathic colleges and professional associations in the country. His beliefs are 
still valid today and his teachings are incorporated into the training programs of many 
natural health practitioners. 
 
As a pioneer in natural healthcare, it is only fitting that the Clinic of the Year Award 
is dedicated to Maurice Blackmore. 
 
Selection Criteria  
To be awarded to a clinic that is demonstrating excellence and contributing to the 
advancement of natural medicine in Australia during the preceding year.  
 

Practitioner of the Year 
Dedicated to Dorothy Hall for Practitioner Excellence 

Dorothy Hall  
Dorothy Hall was the founding President of ATMS in 1984. In the formation of ATMS, 
Dorothy demonstrated enormous insight and courage, which initiated the foundation 
of the Australian Traditional-Medicine Society.  
 
ATMS was founded with 7 practitioners and has expanded to be the largest natural 
medicine association in Australia today with over 10,000 members. With Dorothy’s 
insight for future generations of practitioners, it is appropriate that we formalise an 
award in her memory. 
 
Selection Criteria  
To be awarded to a practitioner who has demonstrated excellence in regard to the 
advancement of natural medicine in Australia during the preceding year.  
 



Winner of the Dorothy Hall award receives a plaque and a cheque for $1,000. 
 
 

Student of the Year 

Dedicated to Peter Derig for Outstanding Student Achievement 

Peter Derig  
Peter Derig was one of the great pioneers of natural medicine, an inspiring teacher, 
practitioner and supporter of ATMS. Peter was a shining light, his thinking was 
ahead of its time, and he was a true professional. He was an adorable man, friend to 
all and loved by many. Never too busy to offer a hand or a positive word, he was a 
compassionate practitioner who cared deeply about his clients. Peter was the 
founder of Health Schools International and via his courses trained many successful 
practitioners. Peter was a founding member of ATMS and the natural medicine 
profession in Australia.  
 
In September 2011 Peter was a guest speaker at the ATMS AGM and received his 
award into the ATMS Hall of Fame. Peter passed away in 2013, but his legacy will 
continue in our hearts and minds and through this annual award.  
 
Selection Criteria  
The awards will be open to students from ATMS Recognised Education Providers 
(Colleges accredited by ATMS). The award will be presented to an outstanding 
student of natural therapies. The student will be acknowledged for their clinical ability 
and academic achievement. 
 
Winner of the Peter Derig award receives a plaque and a cheque for $500. 
 

Presentation 
The winners will be announced and awarded at the ATMS Natural Medicine Awards 
Gala Dinner on the eve of the AGM (Saturday 16th November in Sydney).  
 
In the event that winners are unable to be in attendance to receive their award, they 
will be publicly acknowledged, and arrangements made to present the award at a 
later date.  
 


